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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: "die" in line 2 of the claim 
is misspelled (currently spelled "due"). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a pnnted publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 - 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Masui et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5759594). 

Masui et al. disclose a method comprising press molding a substrate material and a skin 
material and simultaneously cutting a peripheral portion of the substrate material in order to 
remove an unnecessary or waste portion from the substrate material, but without cutting the skin 
material, wherein the substrate material is cut at or before completion of the molding step 
(column 3, lines 24 - 30 and column 1 1, lines 26 - 43); and wherein the molding step further 
comprises closing a first die and a second die, wherein the first die receives the substrate material 
and the second die receives the skin material (column 2, lines 57-63 and column 5, lines 12 - 
37), and the cutting step further comprises moving a cutter toward the substrate material while 
simultaneously closing the first and second dies (column 6, lines 10-13); additionally wherein 
the cutter comprises a first (54) and second (50, 30) cutter element, the first cutter element or 
blade cooperating with the second cutter element or indentation when the first and second dies 
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are closed (Figure 2; column 5, lines 37 - 61). Thus Masui et al. disclose all the limitations of 
Claims 1 - 4, and anticipate the claimed invention. 

4. Claims 1 - 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shibata 
(JP1 1077691 or equivalent English Translation). 

Shibata discloses a method comprising press molding a substrate material and a skin 
material and simultaneously cutting a peripheral portion of the substrate material in order to 
remove an unnecessary or waste portion from the substrate material, but without cutting the skin 
material, wherein the substrate material is cut at or before completion of the molding step; and 
wherein the molding step further comprises closing a first die and a second die, wherein the first 
die receives the substrate material and the second die receives the skin material, and the cutting 
step further comprises moving a cutter (6) toward the substrate material while simultaneously 
closing the first and second dies (Figures 1 - 7); additionally wherein the cutter comprises a first 
cutter element comprising a cutting blade (g) arranged and constructed to move in a direction of 
the closing of the first and second dies and the second cutter element (a) comprising a cutting 
edge formed on the first die, wherein the cutter blade moves and cooperates with the cutting edge 
when the first and second dies close (Figures 8 - 12; Detailed Description of the Invention). 
Thus Shibata disclose all the limitations of Claims 1 - 4, and anticipate the claimed invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 

IZ ?l ^ ' if &e d,fferences between ^ subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 3 5 U. S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Masui et 

al. as applied in Claim 1 above, in view of Shibata. 

Masui et al. disclose all the limitations of Claim 1 including moving the cutter blade from 

a retracted position to a projected position prior to cutting the substrate material (column 5, lines 

12 - 29), but do not specifically disclose a first cutter element comprising a cutting blade 
arranged and constructed to move in a direction of the closing of the first and second dies and the 
second cutter element comprising a cutting edge formed on the first die, wherein the cutter blade 
moves and cooperates with the cutting edge when the first and second dies close. However, 
Shibata discloses a first cutter element comprising a cutting blade (g) arranged and constructed to 
move in a direction of the closing of the first and second dies and the second cutter element (a) 
comprising a cutting edge formed on the first die, wherein the cutter blade moves and cooperates 
with the cutting edge when the first and second dies close (Figures 8-12; Detailed Description 
of the Invention). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to use two cutting elements as disclosed by Shibata to improve or enhance 
cutting of the substrate or core material. 

7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masui et al. and 
Shibata as applied in Claim 6 above, further in view of Sakamoto (U.S. Patent No. 6368546). 

Masui et al. and Shibata disclose all the limitations of Claim 1 including the molding step 
further comprising heating and pressing the substrate material and the skin material (Masui et al.: 
column 3, lines 10 - 30), but do not disclose the substrate material to comprise a mixture of 
natural fibrous materials and thermoplastic resin-based fibrous materials; rather Masui et al. 
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disclose using a substrate material made from thermoplastic fibers (column 5, lines 11-15). 
However, Sakamoto discloses materials made from natural fibrous materials and thermoplastic 
resin-based fibrous materials may be used as an art alternative to thermoplastic fibers (column 7, 
lines 41 - 49). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to use either thermoplastic fibers or natural fibrous materials mixed with 
thermoplastic resin-based fibrous materials since they are considered to be equivalent or 
alternative materials to be used when molding films. 

8. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masui et al, 
Shibata, and Sakamoto as applied in Claim 7 above, further in view of Ota et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5811053). 

Masui et al., Shibata, and Sakamoto disclose all the limitations of Claim 1, but do not 
disclose drawing a vacuum to pre-form the skin material received within the second die prior to 
press molding the substrate material and the skin material. However, Ota et al. disclose drawing 
a vacuum to pre-form the skin material received within the second die prior to press molding the 
substrate material and the skin material (Abstract). Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to improve the molding precision of the 
part of the surface skin member (Abstract). 

9. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masui et al. as 
applied in Claim 1 above, in view of Sakamoto. 

Masui et al. disclose all the limitations of Claim 1 including the molding step further 
comprising heating and pressing the substrate material and the skin material (column 3, lines 10 
- 30), but do not disclose the substrate material to comprise a mixture of natural fibrous 
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materials and thermoplastic resin-based fibrous materials; rather Masui et al. disclose using a 
substrate material made from thermoplastic fibers (column 5, lines 11-15). However, 
Sakamoto discloses materials made from natural fibrous materials and thermoplastic resin-based 
fibrous materials may be used as an art alternative to thermoplastic fibers (column 7, lines 41 - 
49). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use either thermoplastic fibers or natural fibrous materials mixed with thermoplastic 
resin-based fibrous materials since they are considered to be equivalent or alternative materials 
to be used when molding films. 

10. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Masui et al. as 
applied in Claim 1 above, in view of Ota et al.. 

Masui et al. disclose all the limitations of Claim 1, but do not disclose drawing a vacuum 
to pre-form the skin material received within the second die prior to press molding the substrate 
material and the skin material. However, Ota et al. disclose drawing a vacuum to pre-form the 
skin material received within the second die prior to press molding the substrate material and the 
skin material (Abstract). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to improve the molding precision of the part of the surface skin 
member (Abstract). 


Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Wu (U.S. Patent No. 5834037) discloses using multiple blades for cutting an edge 
during a press molding (Abstract; Figures 3 and 4), however the above claimed configurat 


ion is 
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not specifically disclosed in the specification, and therefore Wu does not render the claims 
unpatentable. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michelle A Lazor whose telephone number is 571-272-1232. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Wed 6:30 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla can be reached on 571-272-1 187. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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